Effects of corticosterone on neurones of the locus coeruleus, in the rat.
The effects of microelectrophoretic application of corticosterone (CS) on single neurones of the locus coeruleus (LC) were investigated in rats under urethane anaesthesia. Ejecting currents generally ranged from 10 to 60 nA. CS produced an excitatory effect in 73% of the neurones and no effect in 27%. The prevailingly excitatory effects induced by CS on LC neurones may be related to the regulation of those complex events, which constitute the 'stress response'.